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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,2,7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ulman. Ulman discloses a frame having a throat, a sidewall 
extending from the throat, and a lip joined to an end of the sidewall remote from 
the throat, the sidewall and lip having netting support holes; netting attached to 
said frame by portions of said netting disposed through said netting support 
holes; and a shield (24) disposed on the lip that protects portions of netting 
disposed through said netting support holes of the lip from abrasive wear that 
occurs when the lip engages a ground surface (fig 1). 

As to claim 2 : Ulman discloses a plastic material(2:62-65). 

As to claim 7 : See claim 1 rejection. 

As to claim 8 : See claim 2 rejection. 

Also, 
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Claims 1,3,7,9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Auer. Auer discloses a frame having a throat, a sidewall extending 
from the throat, and a lip joined to an end of the sidewall remote from the throat, 
the sidewall and lip having netting support holes; netting attached to said frame 
by portions of said netting disposed through said netting support holes; and a 
shield (4) disposed on the lip that protects portions of netting disposed through 
said netting support holes of the lip from abrasive wear that occurs when the lip 
engages a ground surface (fig 2). 

As to claim 3 : Auer discloses a material(2:50-52 ,fig 1). The material's 
rigidity is implicit. 

As to claim 7 : See claim 1 rejection. 

As to claim 9 : See claim 3 rejection. 

As to claim 13 : Auer discloses a substantially semicircular lip (fig 1). 

Also, 

Claims 1-4,6-10, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Deutsch. Deutsch discloses a frame having a throat, a sidewall 
extending from the throat, and a lip joined to an end of the sidewall remote from 
the throat, the sidewall and lip having netting support holes; netting attached to 
said frame by portions of said netting disposed through said netting support 
holes; and a shield (26) disposed on the lip that protects portions of netting 
disposed through said netting support holes of the lip from abrasive wear that 
occurs when the lip engages a ground surface (fig 2). 
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As to claims 2 and 3 : Deutsch discloses a plastic material(1 :36-37). The 
material's rigidity is implicit. 

As to claim 4 and 6 : Deutsch discloses integrally formed tabs (fig 5). The 

tabs would minimize interference since they are on the backside of the head. 

As to claim 7 : See claim 1 rejection. 

As to claims 8 and 9 : See claim 2 and 3 rejection. 

As to claim 10 : See claim 4 rejection. 

As to claim 12 : See claim 6 rejection. 

As to claim 13 : Deutsch discloses a substantially semicircular lip (fig 1). 

Also, 

Claims 1,3,7,9,12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Luce. Luce discloses a frame having a throat, a sidewall extending 
from the throat, and a lip joined to an end of the sidewall remote from the throat, 
the sidewall and lip having netting support holes; netting attached to said frame 
by portions of said netting disposed through said netting support holes; and a 
shield (e) disposed on the lip that protects portions of netting disposed through 
said netting support holes of the lip from abrasive wear that occurs when the lip 
engages a ground surface (fig 2). 

As to claim 3 : Luce discloses a rigid material (fig 1 , 1 :75-80). 

As to claim 7 : See claim 1 rejection. 

As to claim 9 : See claim 3 rejection. 

As to claim 12 : See claim 6 rejection. 

As to claim 13 : Luce discloses a substantially semicircular lip (fig 1). 
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Also, 

Claims 1-4,6-10, and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Tucker. Tucker discloses a frame having a throat, a sidewall 
extending from the throat, and a lip joined to an end of the sidewall remote from 
the throat, the sidewall and lip having netting support holes; netting attached to 
said frame by portions of said netting disposed through said netting support 
holes; and a shield (208) disposed on the lip that protects portions of netting 
disposed through said netting support holes of the lip from abrasive wear that 
occurs when the lip engages a ground surface (fig 7). 



As to claim 2 : 


Tucker discloses a plastic material (2:14-15). 


As to claim 3 : 


Tucker discloses a rigid material (2:14-15). 


As to claim 4 : 


Tucker discloses integrally formed tabs (fig 2h). 


As to claim 6 : 


Tucker discloses tabs that minimize interference (fig 1 , 7). 


As to claim 7 : 


See claim 1 rejection. 


As to claim 8 : 


Tucker discloses a plastic material (7:48-55). 


As to claim 9 : 


See claim 3 rejection. 


As to claim 1 0 


: See claim 4 rejection. 


As to claim 1 2 


: See claim 6 rejection. 


As to claim 13 


: Tucker discloses a substantially semicircular lip (fig 1). 


As to claim 14 


: Tucker discloses a substantially semicircular lip (fig 1 ). 


As to claim 9 : 


See claim 3 rejection. 



Also, 

Claims 1- 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Williams et al . Williams et al discloses a frame having a throat, a sidewall 



Application/Control Number: 10/630,106 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3711 

extending from the throat, and a lip joined to an end of the sidewall remote from 
the throat, the sidewall and lip having netting support holes; netting attached to 
said frame by portions of said netting disposed through said netting support 
holes; and a shield (10) disposed on the lip that protects portions of netting 
disposed through said netting support holes of the lip from abrasive wear that 
occurs when the lip engages a ground surface (fig 1). 

As to claim 2 : Williams et al discloses a plastic material (2:51-53). 

As to claims 3 and 9 : Williams et al discloses a rigid material (2:53-55). 

As to claims 4 ,5 and 15 : Williams et al discloses integrally formed tabs that 

will snap fit on the lip (fig 2,7 item 22,26,34,36,44). 

As to claims 6 and 12 : Williams et al discloses tabs that minimize interference 
(fig 5). 

As to claim 7 and 14 : See claim 1 rejection. 

As to claim 8 : Williams et al discloses a plastic material (2:51-53). 

As to claim 10 : See claim 4 rejection. 

As to claim 1 1 : See claim 5 rejection. 

As to claim 13 : Williams et al discloses a substantially semicircular lip (fig 5). 
Also, 

Claims 1-2,4-8,10- 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Chen . Chen discloses a frame having a throat, a sidewall 
extending from the throat, and a lip joined to an end of the sidewall remote from 
the throat, the sidewall and lip having netting support holes; netting attached to 
said frame by portions of said netting disposed through said netting support 
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holes; and a shield (10) disposed on the lip that protects portions of netting 
disposed through said netting support holes of the lip from abrasive wear that 
occurs when the lip engages a ground surface (fig 1). 

As to claim 2 : Chen discloses a plastic material (2:57). 

As to claims 4 ,5 and 15 : Chen discloses integrally formed tabs that will snap 

fit on the lip (fig 3 item 13). 

As to claims 6 and 12 : Chen discloses tabs that minimize interference (fig 3). 

As to claim 7 and 14 : See claim 1 rejection. 

As to claim 8 : Chen discloses a plastic material (2:57). 

As to claim 10 : See claim 4 rejection. 

As to claim 1 1 : See claim 5 rejection. 

As to claim 13 : Chen discloses a substantially semicircular lip (fig 3). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael Chambers whose telephone number 
is 703-306-5516. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Greg Vidovich can be reached on 703-308-1513. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
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